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PROGRAM
J. Frederick Muller (1908-1984)  Fiddle Fable

LES PETITS VIOLONS ROLLAND-BRUNELLE AND L’ORCHESTRE SYMPHONIQUE 
DE LA RELÈVE WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF FORMER MEMBERS
Conductors : Annie Parent and Bernard Ducharme

Franz Schubert (1797-1828) Ouverture Rosamunde
Frédéric Chopin (1810-1849) Le petit ballet (extraits de valses)
Robert H. Rimer Relay Race
Kenneth Baird Heroic Adventure

L’ORCHESTRE SYMPHONIQUE DE LA RELÈVE AND FORMER MEMBERS
Conductor : Bernard Ducharme

Geogres Bizet (1838-1875) Chanson du toréador 
 (extrait de la suite de Carmen no 2)
Piotr Ilytch Tchaikovski (1840-1893) Marche et Danse Trépak  
 (extraits de Casse-noisette)
Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921) Danse bacchanale  
 (extrait de Samson et Dalila)
Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) Danse hongroise no 5

L’ORCHESTRE SYMPHONIQUE DES JEUNES DE JOLIETTE AND FORMER MEMBERS
Conductor : Frédéric-Alexandre Michaud

 INTERMISSION

Richard Wagner (1813-1883) Extraits des Maîtres chanteurs
Leroy Anderson (1908-1975) Arietta
Leroy Anderson (1908-1975) Plink, Plank, Plunk!
Albert W. Ketèlbey (1875-1959) In a Persian Market
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908) Danse des Bouffons  
 (extrait de la Demoiselle des neiges)
Hector Berlioz (1803-1869) Marche au supplice 
 (extrait de la Symphonie fantastique)
Ralph Matesky (1913-1979) Choreo Primo (Sarabande – Prelude – Toccata)
Antonín Dvořák (1841-1904) Danse slave Op. 46 no 3
André Jutras Suite folklorique

FORMER MEMBERS AND MUSICIANS OF OSJJ
Conductors : Jean-Michel Malouf, Hubert Tanguay-Labrosse,  
Frédéric-Alexandre Michaud and Bernard Ducharme
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PROGRAM NOTES 
The musical selection for the second part of this concert represents some defining moments 
of the OSJJ over the course of its 50 years of existence. Wagner’s Die Meistersinger was one of 
Père Rolland Brunelle’s favorites, since this gave the whole orchestra the opportunity to work on 
musicality and sonority. This musical arrangement from Edmund Siennicki highlights three main 
themes from the opera.

Leroy Anderson, an American composer of light orchestral music, has been associated with the 
Boston Pops Orchestra and its conductor, Arthur Fiedler. The holiday hit Sleigh Ride is one of his 
most famous works. Arietta was featured in 1989-1990, the first season with Stéphane Laforest 
as OSJJ’s musical director. Plink, Plank, Plunk!, composed in 1951 and featuring the strings section 
in pizzicato, is one of the most popular pieces of music amongst the musicians.

In the 80s, Eugène Chartier, a musician and conductor from Montreal, left a legacy of its whole 
music library to the orchestra. The library contained original compositions from the early 20th 
century, including this piece from the English composer Albert W. Ketèlbey. In A Persian Market 
recalls the lush and exotic life of an oriental market. The music evokes by turns the cameleers’ 
entry and the opulence of their animals, the beggars’ cries and a gorgeous princess dancing. 
After the jugglers’ and the snake charmers’ performances, the Calife makes a solemn entrance 
in the market. Then, the cameleers’ caravan goes away and the market gets slowly deserted in 
the sunset.

La danse des bouffons is an excerpt from The Snow Maiden, an opera from the Russian 
composer Rimsky-Korsakov. This fast-paced piece, extremely popular amongst musicians and 
spectactors alike, has been regularly featured by the OSJJ during its five decades of existence.

Several criteria must be considered when choosing musical repertoire for a youth orchestra, 
such as the musicians’ availability, the score’s difficulty, and the themes distribution in order to 
make everyone happy. Since it must be played by 80 musicians, this movement from Berlioz’s 
Symphonie fantastique cannot be considered often during a regular season. Consequently, the 
OSJJ often had to play this piece in collaboration with other orchestras during some editions of 
the Festival des orchestres de jeunes du Québec.

It’s not an easy endeavor to integrate contemporary music in a youth orchestra. Choreo Primo, 
released in 1973 by the American composer Ralph Matesky, is divided in three brief movements. 
First, a slow Sarabande highlights the percussion family. Then, the composer added a short 
prelude using descending chromatics. An accelerando gives way to a dashing toccata, where 
the wind instruments stack on chromatic movements over ostinatos performed by the strings. 
By the end, the movement expands in a grandiose section that concludes in major mode.

It’s hard not to mention Merle J. Isaac’s tremendous influence on youth orchestras. This American 
educator put together several hundreds of musical arrangements in order to make music more 
accessible to less experienced musicians. His arrangement of Dvorak’s Danse slave Op. 46 no 
3 is a great example. Without altering the nature of the musical work, the scores are simplified 
just enough to make younger musicians satisfied with their performance. This piece was on the 
program of the OSJJ’s 30th anniversary concert that was presented here on June 10th, 2000.

André Jutras’ Suite folklorique was featured on the first CD recorded by the OSJJ, released in 
1998 under the musical direction of Luc Chaput. The work translates in music the most popular 
airs from our folklore: V’la l’bon vent, À la claire fontaine, J’entends le moulin, J’ai cueilli la rose, 
Ah! Si mon moine voulait danser, Isabeau s’y promène, and Les Raftman, all integrated in a very 
dynamic orchestration. This suite was played again 20 years later during the 2018 OSJJ’s tour 
in France.

https://lanaudiere.org/en/programmation/concert-anniversaire-de-lorchestre-symphonique-des-jeunes-de-joliette/
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Get to know him, his passion for 
acting and the importance of music
in his everyday life. READ+

Benoit Brière
A passionate spokesperson 
Mr. Brière is basically wedded to classical music, 
given that his spouse is a cellist—and in addition, 
Joliette-born. “A person who marries must adopt 
their wife’s hometown.” One might say that our 
Spokesperson is steeped in classical music 
everyday from morning to night!

“Don’t search for me this summer: I’ll be at the 
Festival de Lanaudière.”

This program was produced by the Festival de Lanaudière.

https://lanaudiere.org/en/actualites/un-porte-parole-passionne/
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